
Dear Friends, 

 

We hope this newsletter 

finds you well during these 

most difficult of times.  

Now, more than ever we 

thought it important to ‘stay 

in touch’ with you all with 

this edition of the 

newsletter. You will see 

from Charlie’s article on 

page 2, and the warnings on 

our events, that these are 

uncertain times for the 

Museum. It is rather an 

understatement to say that 

2020 is not going as planned 

and that the forecast for 

2021 is not looking great as 

we battle this pandemic.  

I thank all the Friends’ 

Committee members for 

their contributions and 

especially the article from 

one of our members Dot 

Gledhill. ‘The Stubbing 

Papers’ article on page 4 is a 

fascinating glimpse at the 

local heritage Saddleworth 

Museum helps preserve, 

conserve and showcase.  

The Museum also has a much-

underused community space 

and we all look forward to it 

coming back to life when the 

worst of this is behind us. 

You will see in this edition we 

have included both a form to 

return and an addressed 

envelope for your reply. You 

can also respond to 

friends@saddleworthmuseum.

co.uk but, we are aware not 

everyone has email, and some 

may prefer to write a cheque 

or send cash. We are asking 

you all to please respond in 

one way or another. 

The Friends’ Committee is 

ready and willing to provide a 

safe space to meet up and fund 

raise in anyway it can once the 

Museum re-opens.  They are 

testing the water with a 

proposed return to coffee 

mornings.  New rules will 

mean that the Museum will 

move to an appointment 

system and so we have seized 

the opportunity to move more 

to on-line sales and marketing 

(whilst not forgetting that 

many of you are not yet 

connected on-line). Your 

Friends’ membership is more 

valuable to us than at any 

other time we can remember 

and, for the foreseeable future, 

I have “adopted” the 200+club 

lottery scheme in my 

newsletter to you. For those 
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with the internet you will note 

that, from October 1st, you 

will be able to re-join the 

Friends, join the 200+club 

lottery and carry out some of 

your Christmas shopping all 

from the comfort of your own 

armchair! If you do not have 

the internet we are offering all 

that to you as well and that is 

why it is so important for us to 

receive your response. 

We all desperately hope that, 

in one form or another, we can 

open the Museum and meet in 

a safe, socially distanced, 

(masked?)  face to face way 

before Christmas.  We have 

already put on our best elf caps 

to work out the logistics of a 

Safe Santa because Christmas 

really wouldn’t be Christmas 

without our fabulous grotto. 

The next Newsletter will be 

distributed in the New Year.  

Until then, you can keep  

abreast of activities via our 

newly designed website and 

our Facebook pages.  I am 

always grateful for 

contributions which will be 

printed in full, space permitting.  

Email me at 

friends@saddleworthmuseum.

co.uk  or drop me a line at the 

Museum.    

 

Stay safe and hope to see you 

soon at the  Museum,  

Verity 

 

Christmas is coming... 

When thinking ahead for presents and stocking 
fillers, don’t forget our Museum shop with 
goodies available to order on-line.  Must haves 
include our 2021 Calendar, full of historic local 
scenes, and our tempting selection of local 
history books. Hot off the press in  November 
will be  our curator, Peter Fox’s new book 
containing  a fascinating  selection of photographs in diverse themes. Dobcross Square 
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The empty box and finished well dressing 

By Charlie Middlewood 
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Well Dressing 2020 

Well Dressings are a unique and 

ancient  tradition consisting of 

pictures made of flowers, petals and 

leaves pressed into clay-covered 

boards. Mystery surrounds the exact 

source of this ancient tradition – 

believed to have been brought to the 

area by the Romans or the Celts, to 

give thanks for the fresh water 

springs.  

The intricate mosaics are painstakingly 

made using natural materials on a bed 

of rich, moist clay. The process begins 

by building a large wooden frame 

which is soaked in water for a week.  

It  is then packed with fresh, kneaded 

clay and smoothed to form the 

background. The image can then be 

‘drawn’ into the clay to create an 

outline.  The design is then ‘coloured in’ 

using natural materials set in neat rows. 

Our annual well dressing is 

masterminded by Christine Barrow 

who, along with Brenda Cockayne who 

created the beautiful viaduct design 

displayed in Sacred Heart & Saint 

William’s church porch,  Uppermill, has 

been working tirelessly to produce the 

intricate design.  This year’s theme 

features a flower petal rainbow and a 

message of hope and ‘wellness’ in tune 

with our current time and was 

positioned over the well and unveiled 

on Saturday 12th September. 

Saddleworth Museum and Gallery launches improved website to meet new challenges 

On Friday 20th 

March, as part of the 

UK government ac-

tions against the 

Coronavirus (Covid-

19) pandemic, museums and art gal-

leries were among the first instruct-

ed to close. On the 4th July Saddle-

worth Museum began working hard 

on meeting the strict, conditional, 

specific museum guidance and regula-

tions provided by two departments: - 

the Department for Business, Energy 

& Industrial Strategy and the Depart-

ment for Digital, Culture, Media & 

Sport. During July and August, we 

have seen, and are still experiencing, 

several more changes affecting muse-

ums indirectly and directly, at both 

national and local level. 

None the less, all the major changes 

(risk assessments, NHS test and 

trace, appointment protocols, 

screens, agreed one-way systems, 

removal of interactives etc.) were 

made to make visitors and staff feel 

safe for a possible September open-

ing.  Even now the museum would 

only need a week or so to make 

some minor changes (signage, hand 

sanitising stations etc.) to be ready. 

The “Friends” of the Museum even 

have their first Covid compliant cof-

fee morning planned and ready to go. 

The current local lockdown, togeth-

er with the continued national 

“tightening” of measures to combat a 

possible seasonal spike, has not only 

scuppered the museum’s immediate 

plans but (at the time of writing), puts 

in doubt a winter re-opening.  Howev-

er, the museum trustees, curator, 

“Friends” and volunteers continue to 

plan and prepare should Saddleworth 

Museum see any opportunity to open 

its’ doors safely to the public in even a 

limited way.  

The museum has also had to plan for a 

quite different medium-term future to 

have any chance of surviving. And sur-

vive it must if they are to continue to 

preserve, conserve and showcase Sad-

dleworth’s past for future generations 

and, once we are beyond the pandemic, 

provide a local resource for meetings, 

lectures, events, art exhibitions and 

educational activities. Some of these 

decisions, such as losing the community 

and schools dedicated learning and edu-

cation resource, have been painful. The 

museum will be relying even more 

heavily on the continued, wonderful 

support of both its’ Friends association 

and the wider Saddleworth community.  

One of the more exciting development 

plans is that the museum, together with 

Urban Haze, has developed a new ver-

sion of their  existing website (http://

www.saddleworthmuseum.co.uk/ ) 

which will launch on 1st October. The 

website will not only provide up to 

date information on any re-opening and 

events, it also enables an appointments 

system so people can still tour (Covid 

compliant of course) the museum gal-

leries once they re-open.  

More importantly, whether the building 

remains closed to the public or not, 

the website enables on-line shopping, 

the joining of their monthly lottery 

scheme (the 200+ club) and joining the 

Friends of the Museum association. 

The museum will also be able to link 

more successfully with their existing 

Facebook page and other social media 

platforms, as, hopefully, they extend 

their range of current products and 

services (e.g. virtual family research / 

art exhibitions, event ticketing). Old 

website favourites, such as a free on-

line quiz to help solve a 200-year-old 

murder, their “virtual” tour and con-

tact / donate buttons remain. 

Saddleworth Museum invites all those 

with internet access to explore their 

new website and provide support in 

any way they can. On-line sales and 

enquiries will initially be processed by 

curator@saddleworhmuseum.co.uk. 

Support packs and more current infor-

mation can also be obtained by email-

ing friends@saddleworthmuseum.co.uk 

or writing to Saddleworth Museum, 

High Street, Uppermill, Near Oldham, 

Saddleworth, West Yorkshire. OL3 

6HS 

Saddleworth Museum and Gallery are a 

registered charity and an independent, 

fully accredited, museum. 



P A G E  3  

For many of us, Lock Down has been a rather lonely time, so we are thrilled to be 

able to launch our Covid-Secure Coffee Mornings on the second Wednesday of each 

month from 10am to 12pm in the Gallery. 

£2.00 entrance includes  tea or coffee and individually wrapped biscuits at your so-

cially distanced table.  The monthly draw will be made for the 200+ club and prizes 

handed out. Please pay at the Museum Reception where you will be asked to leave 

your name and contact number and will be able to purchase raffle tickets.  Come  

along to meet friends, make friends, find out about “Friends of the Museum” events and join in the fun of the 200+ Club. 

Please email friends@saddleworthmuseum.co.uk for more information. 

 

14th October   11th November       9th December       13th January      10th February      10th March 

Coffee Mornings Are back from 14th October! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sir /Madam         September 2020 
 

 
The support provided by your “Friends” memberships subscriptions has been, and continues to be, one of the most valued 

sources of funds for Saddleworth Museum. Normally this is further enhanced by “Friends” fund  

raising events during the year. As a charity (registered no. 528225) and independent museum, fund raising is our “survival” 

income.  In 2009, the museum launched a monthly lottery scheme (200+club) open to the public which some of you have 

often entered. This year, it is more important than ever that we invite you to join the 200+club. The Covid-19 

pandemic has hit everybody hard especially the Museum, it has been closed since March with no fund-raising events going 

ahead. We will also be launching a special public appeal in the media. The 200+club is easy to join and every participant gets 

the chance to win cash prizes in a monthly draw.  50% of each month’s subscriptions will be paid out as follows: - 

 

1st Prize 40% of prize money 

2nd Prize 30% of prize money 

3rd Prize 20% of prize money 

 

In addition, 10% of the prize money will be carried forward to an ‘Annual Bonus Draw’ which this year is an  

Easter draw, to take place on Wednesday 31st March 2021 (e.g. 200 members would give a total monthly prize of £100 – 1st 

Prize = £40, 2nd prize = £30, 3rd prize = £20 and £10 going forward to the annual bonus draw) 

 

The more members we have – the bigger the prizes! 

 

Subscriptions this reduced year (November 2020 to August 2021) is £10. for each number and payment is required in 

advance by cash or cheque (payable to ‘Saddleworth Museum 200+ Club’) but you must be over sixteen years of age to join. 

New members may join at any time during the year on a pro rata basis. 

 

Please complete the form with this newsletter, indicating how many numbers you require and send it with your payment to 

Saddleworth Museum at the above address. In this newsletter we should have included an addressed envelope for you to 

use. (From 1st October 2020 you will be able to join using our on-line form and payment methods on our website.) 

 

You will then receive confirmation of your subscription and draw numbers. 

 

Your new, or continued, support of the 200 + Club will be greatly appreciated.  

 

Thank you for your support.                                                                                                                 
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Ronnie Gledhill acquired a 

deed box of documents when 

he became the owner of the 

house called Stubbing, situated 

on Denshaw Road, Delph. The 

wooden box was kept in the 

offices at Pingle Mill and the 

deeds it contained became 

known as the Pingle Papers. 

Bernard Barnes and members 

of the Saddleworth Historical 

Society came to the Mill to 

photograph and list the 

documents. 

In 2015 the papers were given 

to the Saddleworth Museum 

and appropriately renamed the 

Stubbing Papers. Neil Barrow, 

archivist, listed all the 

documents then they were 

scanned, boxed and stored at 

the Museum. It is intended to 

put all the information online in 

the future. 

The papers were the property 

of the Roberts family who lived 

at Stubbing for many years. 

They were related to the 

Buckley family, a well known 

Saddleworth family who owned 

many notable Saddleworth 

properties and also much 

farmland. 

Major Roberts, born 1847 

predeceased his wife and 

afterwards she continued to 

live at Stubbing with her two 

spinster daughters. Ronnie 

Gledhill bought some land from 

the Roberts sisters to build his 

house and later bought 

Stubbing. The sisters lived a 

genteel life painting oil and 

water colour pictures and 

looking after their cats. 

The papers total 82 and the 

earliest document is dated 

1615 and the latest 1939.They 

are an eclectic mix including 

wills, probates, indentures, 

inventories, business letters, 

the consecration of Holy 

Trinity Church Dobcross. a 

marriage licence and valuations 

of properties. Many are 

written on parchment with 

stamps and wax seals. 

The earliest paper concerns an 

obligation in 1615 between 

Adam Butterworth of Haughe, 

yeoman, and John Turnough of 

Ogden, yeoman. It is written in 

Latin and English. 

The Buckley Trust, dated 

1891, is a valuation of 

freeholds of Tamewater, 

Upperhouse, The Height, 

Meadowhead, Ryehole, 

Stubbing and Linfitts with acres  

and field names. The total 

valuation was £5629. There 

had been a map showing the 

Buckley properties but it was 

on tracing paper and only 

fragments remain. 

Stubbing was built around 

1800 and was originally a 

farmhouse with a coach 

house , a barn and surrounding 

farmland. The field across 

Denshaw Road was called 

Stubbing Meadow and there 

was a lane through it leading 

to Pingle Mill. In 1855 George 

Broadbent was operating a 

business at Pingle Mill in the 

valley below. He made an 

agreement with Betty, Ann 

and Sarah Buckley of Stubbing 

to divert Stubbing Lane.  A 

separate undated document 

refers to this diversion and the 

proposed building of a bridge 

across the River Tame. The 

diversion is now called Pingle 

Lane. (in the 1960s the bridge 

was damaged by floods and a 

wall was replaced by railings to 

lessen the load on the bridge. 

The date stone, 1858, from 

the bridge can now be seen 

on an adjacent wall. 

The barn belonging to 

Stubbing was originally 

opposite the house, across 

Denshaw Road. However in 

1905 WRCC and 

Saddleworth UDC wanted to 

widen Denshaw Road near 

Stubbing. The details are 

shown on a large map of the 

proposed alteration for the 

turnpike road. The barn was 

dismantelled to make way for 

the widened road and it was 

rebuilt just lower down 

Denshaw Road. 

Another planning document 

is dated 1855 when the 

aforesaid George Broadbent 

and the Buckley family gave 

consent to the Electricity 

Board to lay a cable across 

Stubbing Meadow. 

Personal documents of the 

Roberts family include C.F. 

Roberts birth certificate 

dated 1847, his marriage 

certificate  to Eliza Ann 

Butterworth in 1875, his 

certificate of proficiency 6th 

West Riding Rifle Volunteer 

Corps and a letter he wrote 

to  “my dearest wife”. 

The latest document, dated 

1939 is a letter to Miss E. M. 

B. Roberts regarding the 

estate of her mother and 

John Butterworth. Her 

mother Mrs E. A. Roberts 

had died that year. 

Stubbing today in 2020, is a 

residential house. The 

present occupants have 

worked hard to return the 

house to its original 

condition .The hallway, in 

particular, merits mention as 

the beautiful tiled floor has 

been painstakingly restored. 

Map of Stubbing’s  

location  

1950s View of 

Stubbing  

Letting notice 

The Stubbing Papers  by Dot Gledhill 

From the Pingle 

Papers 

1780 Marriage license 

for John Buckley of 

Swainscroft, Saddleworth 

and Mary Buckley of 

Upperhouse, Saddleworth  


