
In May this year we will be 

celebrating Saddleworth 

Museum’s 60th birthday. 

Looking back over the last 

decade, we can allow ourselves 

a little pride in some 

tremendous achievements.  

Back in 2012 we celebrated 

our 50th anniversary with the 

exciting ‘Into the Future’ 

project with the aim of 

refurbishing our tired building 

and galleries.  It was an 

ambitious task which finally got 

off  the ground thanks to the 

generous support of a Heritage 

Lottery grant. 

The project was 

completed in 2016 and has 

been transformative in both 

how the Museum looks, and  

how visitors can interact with 

the displays. 

There is, however, no room for 
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60th Birthday  complacency as there are still 

some areas of the museum that 

are in need of refurbishment and 

repair.  These may not be the 

most exciting or transformative 

works but are necessary to 

preserve and protect the very 

fabric of the building.  For 

instance, the roof over sections of 

the building, and in particular that 

over the Gallery require urgent 

attention as the Saddleworth 

climate takes its toll. 

To this end, your subscriptions, 

donations and support are very 

much appreciated and vital to 

help us preserve this amazing 

local resource. 

 

Grow and Donate! 
Calling all green fingered Friends—we would love you to grow some extra 

seeds, cuttings or plant divisions to donate to our Plant Sale which will be 

held on Sunday 22nd May.  Details of drop off dates to follow. 

SPRING/SUMMER 2022 

The collections that are held 

at Saddleworth Museum 

have, over its 60 years’ 

history, built up into a 

fascinating collection of 

artefacts and ephemera 

reflecting the history of the 

Saddleworth area. These 

collections have grown out 

of the generosity of local 

people who have 

enthusiastically donated 

items both large and small 

to add to the collections. 

The museum, even after all 

this time is still actively 

collecting and a steady 

number of interesting items 

continue to enrich and 

enhance our collections. 

Unfortunately we are unable 

to take in everything that 

we are offered. Firstly, the 

item must have some 

connection with the area 

And, ideally, it may have a 

story to tell which we ask 

the donor to write.  In 

addition, the item maybe 

too big for us to handle, 

given our limited storage 

capacity. We regularly have 

to decline items that are 

offered for various reasons 

but are always grateful that 

people thought about us in 

the first place. 

Recent additions have 

included an original 1822 

Trade Directory of the 

West Riding of Yorkshire 

which gives a fascinating 

insight into what businesses 

etc. were around at that 

time. 

Objects come in all shapes 

and sizes and a recent 

generous donation was the 

Austin 7 car which had 

been on loan for some time 

and was presented to us by 

Anne and Robin Stewart 

who gave us the 

full and colourful story of 

the car which ended its life 

in the Saddleworth area. 

In the Attic  by Curator, Peter Fox 
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On the 9th June Saddleworth 

said goodbye to Thérèse 

(Terry) Porisse, one of the 

Museum’s longest serving 

Friends and supporters. 

Thérèse was born on 17th May 

1926 in La Madeleine, a suburb 

of Lille, an industrial town in 

Northern France, into a textile 

manufacturing family.  She was 

the eldest child of Raphael and 

Marie-Thérèse Porisse and was 

followed by her brothers Julien 

and Robert in 1927 and 1928.  

Her childhood in France was a 

happy one with holidays spent 

with her parents and grandpar-

ents in both the North and 

South of the country.  Her love 

for her native country never 

diminished and she remained a 

French citizen throughout her 

life.  But all this changed in 

1932 when the family firm 

purchased a failed woollen 

company in Mossley, and 

shortly afterwards two other 

mills.  Her grandfather and 

father moved to England the 

following year to help run the 

new acquisition.  At the age of 

seven, in December 1933, 

Thérèse, with her father and 

grandfather arrived at Oak-

lands in Saddleworth.  She 

vividly remembered the jour-

ney from Manchester; in many 

ways the landscape looked just 

like the industrial North of 

France that they had left. 

She initially attended a private 

school at Fernthorpe with her 

brothers, and later the Hulme 

Grammar School for Girls 

where she made lifelong 

friends.  The family initially 

maintained close links with 

France with regular visits but 

this all stopped with the out-

break of WW2.  But some 

contact was maintained dur-

ing the war and her parents 

hosted Free French service 

men on leave for a few days 

at a time. 

On leaving Hulme she at-

tended Salford Technical 

College, now Salford Univer-

sity, and in 1948 obtained a 

Distinction in Dressmaking 

from the City & Guilds Insti-

tute.  She taught dressmaking 

and French at night school, 

and also taught at Norman 

House and at Stoneyhurst 

College.  She sewed for pri-

vate clients and also acted as 

an interpreter. 

 successful Christmas raffle. 

We were pleased to be able to 

reinstate our coffee mornings 

on the second Wednesday of 

each month and hope to 

welcome you there. 

Going forward, we have a 

Spring Craft Fair on the 20th 

March and are already planning 

our popular plant sale which 

will be held on Sunday the 

Update on Fundraisers 

The work of the Friends of 

the Museum is vital in 

helping to support this 

wonderful, local resource.    

The pandemic has given us 

little opportunity to run our 

popular quiz nights, lunches 

and so on, but we were able 

to bring about a little 

seasonal cheer with our 

craft fair, Advent window 

and, of course, Santa’s 

Grotto. Special thanks to 

Colin and Meg for hosting 

Santa and Mrs Santa, and the 

Friends’ and Museum staff 

for organising and running 

this ever popular event 

along with our very 

22nd May. If you are a keen 

gardener, or even a novice!, 

please consider growing some 

extra seeds and cuttings this 

Spring.  All donations are 

gratefully received, and it is 

great to have a wide variety of 

tried and tested plants that we 

know thrive in the 

Saddleworth Summer.  Details 

of plant drop off or collections 

to follow. 

Please donate 

good quality 

books for us to 

sell in the 

Gallery 

Thérèse (Terry) 

Porisse 

Adieu to Thérèse Porisse   by Mike Buckley and Neil Barrow 

Notice of the Friends of the Museum AGM 
Thursday 21st April 7pm in the Gallery 
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21st Century Monochrome: Photographic Exhibition by the Yorkshire  

Monochrome Group 

26th February—27th March 

Saddleworth Model Railway Exhibition 12th—13th March  

Spring Craft Fair 20th March 

Textile exhibition by Marilyn McNeil  2nd April—1st May 

Friends of the Museum AGM 21st April 7pm 

Art exhibition by Linda Edwards  7th May—6th June 

Summer Plant Sale 22nd May 

Art exhibition by the Saddleworth Group of Artists  11th June—10th July 

Art Exhibition by Michael Crispin 16th July—19th August 

Art exhibition by the Springhead Art Group 20th August—18th September 

Art exhibition by Helen Campbell and other artists 24th September—23rd October  

Art exhibition by Diana Terry 29th October— 27th November  

Santa at the Museum,  Grotto and kids’ crafts. December 

Friends’ Coffee Mornings The Second Wednesday of the month 

10am — 12pm  £2.00 

Join us for a friendly tea or coffee in the  canal-side gallery. Meet other Friends, support 

our raffle and see if you’ve won in the 200+ draw. 

9th March 13th April 11th May 8th June 13th July 10th Aug 14th Sept 

 Dear Friend/s, 

Our next membership year runs from April 2022 to March 2023 and your support is more 

essential than ever before. It has been a difficult couple of years, and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all those who renewed last year. 

I enclose what I hope is an easy-to-understand renewal form and a pre-addresses envelope for 

those who need to send cash or cheque. If you need more information please write to me at the 

museum or email me at friends@saddleworthmuseum.co.uk. 

Hoping to hear from you, or see you, soon. Heartfelt thanks to all those who hand delivered this newsletter. 

Charlie Middlewood (“Friends” membership secretary), Feb 2022. 

Dates for Diaries! 

A Message from Our Membership Secretary, Charlie 

Well dressing 2022 : The Dobcross Loom Works 
The ancient ritual of well 

dressing, to give thanks for 

nature’s gift of fresh water 

has undergone such a revival 

in Saddleworth that each 

new unveiling of this ephem-

eral artwork has become a 

source of great expectation 

and delight.   

Always topical, this year’s 

dressing, made from a mix-

ture of pebbles, petals and 

leaves, features Dobcross 

Loom Works.   

Built in 1926, the Hutching-

son, Hollingworth and Co 

Ltd’s Loom works featured a 

gothic office building which is 

now at the foreground of 

the new Saddleworth 

School, opening on the 1st 

March. Thanks, as always, to 

Christine’s creativity for this 

year’s beautiful well dressing. 



Note from the editor: Verity Mann 

Hello Friends! 

The Days are getting lighter, Spring is just around the corner, and 

we’re pleased to be bringing you news of past and future 

fundraising events.  Enclosed with this Newsletter is a Friends’ 

Renewal Form.  As you are aware, by renewing; 

 You help sustain, on an annual basis, an essential community resource. 

 You help support the continued preservation and showcasing of our local 

history and heritage.  

 You enjoy free admission to the museum (the current entrance fees for 

non-members vary from £2 to £6) all year around and for as many visits 

as you want.  

 You are entitled to discount on selected event items in the museum shop.  

 You receive, free, our regular Friends newsletter with articles and 

information concerning the museum itself, the people, activities, events 

and exhibitions.  

 You have the opportunity to enjoy meeting a friendly group of like-

minded people (e.g. we hold a coffee morning on the second Wednesday 

of every month when Friends and non-Friends are most welcome). 

Please don’t forget your renewal - your continued support is much needed. 

Also included in this Newsletter are details about the AGM on the 21st April 

along with nomination forms for committee members.  The current committee 

members have done an amazing job in organising activities throughout the years 

and have (with your help) raised £1000s for the Museum.  They would, however, 

appreciate passing the baton on to ‘new blood’ so do, please, strongly consider 

taking a seat at the table, and taking the Friends’ events forward in the post 

pandemic era. 

The next Newsletter will be distributed in July, keeping you updated with news 

and events.  All contributions gratefully received and printed in full, space 

permitting.  Email me at friends@saddleworthmuseum.co.uk  or drop me a line 

at the museum.    

 See you at the Museum,  Verity 

For the latest updates visit the 

website or  

Www.facebook.com/

SaddleworthMuseumAndArtGal

lery 

www.saddleworth

museum.co.uk 

Newsletter printed by  

Taylor and Clifton,  

High Street, Uppermill, 

Saddleworth OL3 6BT. 

Sunday 22nd May 

 
Please donate labelled 

Plants  

Help will also be needed 

before, during and after 

SADDLEWORTH MODEL  

RAILWAY EXHIBITION 

12TH—13TH MARCH 2022 

Adults £5.00, Concessions £3.00 

Children free with paying adult 

Find us at 
Saddleworth Museum and Gallery 
High Street 
Uppermill 
Saddleworth 
OL3 6HS 
 
Phone: 01457 874093 
Email: 
friends@saddleworthmuseum.co.uk 
Email: cura-
tor@saddleworthmuseum.co.uk 

SPRING CRAFT FAIR 

SUNDAY 20TH MARCH  
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With Pop-Up Cafe 

11AM to 3PM 


